Biography

Youn Sun Nah

Born 1969

Seoul/Korea

The daughter of a conductor father and a classical singer mother, she was born into and grew up a musical family. She made her musical debut at 23 with a joint concert with the Korean Symphony Orchestra. She then performed in numerous Korean musicals on a national stage, for which she has received numerous awards. However, because of all its constraints she did not find that musical environments fulfilling. She decided to go to Paris in 1995 to study jazz and French chanson at the CIM school —one of the oldest jazz schools in Europe— and at the National Music Institute of Beauvais, and at the Nadia and Lili Boulanger Conservatory. Her innate talent for jazz revealed itself when she started playing in Parisian jazz clubs with her group YSN 5tet She made her rounds around the Paris club scene, performances that would earn her invitations to work together by many famous musicians. Youn Sun Nah made strong showing in a number of jazz concours like La Defense, St. Maur, and Montmartre. She became the buzzword in theaters and festivals  all over France, while also performing in Korea, essentially managing simultaneous careers in two countries.
Producing five albums in six years, she held numerous performances in France, Europe, and in Asia including Korea. Such vigorous activity would earn her the best artist prize in crossover music category in Korea in 2003. In 2004, the release of <So I am...> was widely celebrated by French audiences as well as the press, who regarded her as one of the most remarkable singers of this generation. Active touring and active musical performances finally came to fruition in the form of the Grand Prize at the reputable Jazz a Juan Concours in 2005, in addition to a prize of the best young artist of the year in Korea.
She is an artist who never fails to move audiences wherever she may be performing, which led her to over 100 successful performances in Europe, USA, Australia, and Asia in 2005 and 2006. Youn Sun Nah reestablished her position as a premier jazz artist in the Asian music scene and marketplace with the album <Memory Lane>, co-produced with Denmark’s top pianist Niels Lan Doky and Korean bassist Kim Jeong-ryul. She also earned recognition from the American media and noted personalities from around the world with an invitation and performance at the Jazz at Lincoln Center, which would launch her to world stardom. Meanwhile, she has worked with world-famous Swedish artists like Ulf Wakenius and Lars Danielsson on her newest album <Voyage>. The new album hit the market in Korea in September 2008, and to the rest of the world in April 2009 through ACT, one of the top jazz labels in the world.
Discography
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                                      <Voyage>

                                      2008, Triangle Music (Korea)

                                      2009, ACT (World Wide except Asia)

                                            Videoarts Music (Japan)

                                            Silkroad Music (HK, China, Taiwan, Indonesia)

                                            Interglobal Music (Malaysia)

                                      Youn Sun Nah : Vocals

                                      Ulf Wakenius : Guitars

                                      Lars Danielsson : Acoustic bass, Cello, Melodica

                                      Xavier Desandre-Navarre : Percussion

                                      Mathias Eick : Trumpet
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                                      Pop Project - <Memory Lane>

                                      2007, Seoul Record

Youn Sun Nah : Vocals

Niels Lan Doky : Acoustic piano, keyboards

Mads vinding : Contrabass

Alex Riel : Drums

Mikkel NordsØ : Electric & acoustic guitars

Xavier Desander-Navarre : Percussion 
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                                      <So I am…>

                                      2004, EMI, In Circum Girum

Youn Sun Nah : Vocals

David Neerman : Vibraphone

Benjamin Moussay : Piano

Yoni Zelnik : Contrabass

David Georgelet : Drums
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                                      <Down By Love>

                                      2003, Sony Music

Youn Sun Nah :Vocals 

Guillaume Naud : E.Piano 

David Georgelet :Percussion 

Vincent Peirani:Accordion 

Axel Chanfrault: Cello 

Olivier Aude plays E.guitars made by 
Armaud Querey 
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                                      <light for the people>

                                      2002, In Circum Girum

Youn Sun Nah : Vocals

David Neerman : Vibraphone

Guillaume Naud : Piano

Yoni Zelnik : Contrabass

David Georgelet : Drums
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                                      <Reflet>

                                      2001, Sony Music

Youn Sun Nah : Vocals

Guillaume Naud : Piano

Frank Woste : Piano

Yoni Zelnik : Acoustic Bass

David Georgelet : Drums

Emmanuel Codjia : Guitar

Michael Hazan : Tenor Saxophone

Thomas De Porquery : Alto Saxophone

Airelle Busson : Trumpet

David Neerman : Vibraphone

Olivier Aude : Synthesizer

Activity by Year

2009
Album Release <Voyage> Worldwide

Youn Sun Nah & Ulf Wakenius Duo Concert (Hong Kong, China, France, Norway, Germany, UK, Korea)
Pori Jazz Festival (Finnland)

Kota Kinabalu Jazz Festival (Malaysia)

Ashdod Jazz Festival (Israel)

Youn Sun Nah & Mathias Eick Duo Concert (Korea)

2008

Album Release <Voyage> in Korea
Recording with harpist Isabelle Olivier for the label Enja

Youn Sun Nah & Ulf Wakenius Duo Concert (Korea)
2007  

Album Release <Memory Lane>

Pop Project Concert Memory Lane Korea Tour (Korea) 

YSN 5tet Jazz Concert in L.A (Ford Ampitheatre, L.A, U.S.A) 

YSN 5tet Live in New York (Rose Theater, Jazz at Lincoln Center, New York, U.S.A.)   

Mosaic Music Festival (Esplanade, Singapore)

Penang Jazz Festival (Malaysia)   

Youn Sun Nah & Ulf Wakenius Duo Concert (Korea) 

Youn Sun Nah + Niels Lan Doky Special Project Concert (Denmark)

Lyon Opera Residence with Isabelle Olivier, Peter Erskine, … (France)

2006

Asia-Australia Tour Concert with YSN 5tet (Japan, Indonesia, Australia, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia, Korea)

Europe Tour Concert with YSN 5tet (France, Luxembourg)

2004 - 2005    

Album Release <So I am…>

YSN 5tet France Tour Concert (France) 

The Jarasum Int’l Jazz Festival (Korea)  

Youn Sun Nah + Frank Woeste Duo Concert (Korea)

Youn Sun Nah + European Jazz All Stars Concert (France)

   (with Daniel Humair, …)

Special guest on the album “Refractory” (France)

2003

Album Release <Down By Love>

YSN 5tet Korea Tour Concert (Korea)

YSN 5tet Europe Tour Concert (France, Germany, …)

Concert in MIDEM – “Korean Music Night”

Participated in the album “Buddha Bar vol.5” 

2002

Album Release <light for the people>

YSN 5tet Europe Tour Concert (France, Belgium, Swiss, Finland, …)

YSN 5tet Korea Tour Concert (Korea)

2001

Album Release <Reflet>

YSN 5tet France Tour Concert (France)

YSN 5tet Korea Tour Concert (Korea)

2000       

Guest Singer at the Euro Jazz Awards "Django d'or"  (aired on French national TV Channel 3 )

Tour with the French gospel group "Amazing Gospel" (France)

YSN 5tet Europe Tour Concert (France, Belgium, Swiss, …)

1994

Musical ‘Linie 1’ (Directed by Min Ki Kim), ‘chrysalis’ (Directed by Jong Hoon Lee), ‘Ocean World’ (Directed by Myung Whun Chung)  (Korea) 

1993

Debut Concert with Korean Symphony Orchestra (Korea)

Education

1997-1999    Jazz Vocal diploma at Paris Nadia & Lili Boulanger Conservatory

1998-1999    CIM scholarship – Jazz Piano 

1995-1998    Jazz Vocal diploma at CIM (Paris, France)

1996-1998    Studied classical  vocal at Beauvais National Music Institute 

1996-1997    Studied at the Jazz Vocal Ensemble at Centre d'art Polyphonique 

Teaching

2001-2002    Lectured at Suwon Women’s College, Dongduk Women’s University, 

                 Dong-Ah Institute of Media and Arts, Seoul

1999-2000    Lectured at CIM in Paris 

Awards

2009    Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres (France)

KOREA MUSIC AWARDS “The Best Jazz and Crossover Album” (Korea)

2005    The Young Artist of the year (Korea) 

Grand Prize at “Jazz a Juan Concours” (Antibes Juan-les-Pins, France) 
2004    KOREA MUSIC AWARDS “The Best  Cross-over” 

1999    Grand Prize at "France St-Maur Jazz Concours" (France) 

2000    The Best Solist Prize at “La Défense Jazz Concours” (France) 

1998    2nd prize at "Jazz Montmartre Jazz Concours” (France)

1989    Grand Prize at “French Chanson Concours” (Korea) 

Press Release 

Nice-Matin 

29 March 2005 

Jazz a juan revelation : This year’s concour has changed everything. 

Korean female singer Nah Youn Sun has won the 3rd ‘Jazz a Juan Revelation’ Awards. 

Her astonishing talent for singing surprised all the jurors in the ‘Juan Revelation’ and as 

a result, the winner of the awards has been invited to the festival without a parallel. 

Jazz magazine (Disques d’emoi) 

October 2004 

After her first and successful album in 2002 “Light for the people”, Nah Youn Sun 

certainly stands out (and again) with her second made-in-France quintet album “So I amwhere her musical genuineness and quality vocality are clearly present. A true talenartist is she who doesn’t need the often overdosed and faked campaigns from media 

when being listened to. 

With a fresh and fatally attractive voice having scrupulously mastered all the 

modulations and the innocent recomposition of the words, Nah Youn Sun scats and 

swings. Her voice has its own form and her words their own relief…. 

If a singer is someone who tells a story by means of the power of music and the grace of 

it, Nah Youn Sun is an undeniably attractive one who passionately runs on her own 

melodies. Isn’t this how stars are being born? 

Jazzman 

October 2004 

Nah Youn Sun has an instinctual cleverness by which she stands out from the cliche of 

jazz; the “Black American” and/or “Dark and Obscure Club” cries or so… She expresses 

her world based on the well prepared self-discipline equipped with the dense team spirit. 

And now she enters into the big main gate of the contemporary music world requiring 

deep density and intense concision. 

Le Monde 

23 October 2004 

A UFO touching the universe of jazz with a magnificent voice and passionate originality 

-Jubilation in triple time- 

 “So I am” is a wonderful album. It shows us a thoroughly original world of jazz music 

leaving courageously the beaten track. Nah Youn Sun owns a surprisingly wide, deep 

and flexible vocality. Coupled with a genuine sensibility and understanding of the music, 

this outstanding artist turns her back without hesitation to the common jazz 

vocalist market where many of contemporary female singers are born and disappear.. 

This young Korean singer is a UFO. 

